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JARS FROM THE SECOND MILLENNIUM BC

Claude Doumet-Serhal

-~ AT SIDON: CHILD BURIALS OR DEPOSITED

In Sidon immediately above

the Early Bronze Age level

(see p. 2- 6) there was a layer
of sterile sand. This sand varied in depth from 90
cm to 140 cm. It was extremely fine and was
brought to the site from the nearby seashore. The
2001 season of excavation revealed 20 burials
(Doumet-Serhal 2001, 162-171 & forthcoming in
Levant) of the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1550
BC) dug into this sand (for a full discussion of the
current debate on the beginning of the MB Age see
Bagh 2000, 8-28).
These burials were divided into:
- Constructed graves either lined with stones
or mud brick. In these graves the deceased is found
buried in a supine or flexed position. Objects
found in them included so-called luxury items,
mainly metal artefacts, and jewellery.
- Simple graves dug into the sand with the
body found in a flexed position.

GOODS IN GRAVES

- Jar burials. The earlier burials were disco-
vered at the top of the sand layer. One jar (burial
11) was found under a cobbled area. Two jar bu-
rials (14 and 15) were found next to and partly
under a retaining wall and aligned with it. Not all
the vessels were preserved with their rims intact,
which were usually removed to insert the body. A
large fragment from another jar covered the ope-
ning.

- One grave revealed a multiple burial.

Several types of jars were in use in the second mil-
lennium at Sidon. These different types reflect a
degree of regionalism in style rather then a chrono-
logical progress. Jars from the Early MB I/IIA
were also found deposited in constructed graves.

VESSELS FOUND AS GOODS
DEPOSITED IN THE GRAVE IN THE
EARLY SECOND MILLENNIUM BC (MB 1/1)

REPERTOIRE

Burial 12 (fig. 1): the burial of a powerfully-built
adult male (Ogden & Schutkowski 2003, forth-
coming) lying in a supine position with his
weapons, an axehead and a spearhead. Many ves-

sels were found associated with this burial

(Doumet-Serhal 2001 164-167; Doumet-Serhal
forthcoming in Levant) among them, a spouted
hole-mouth jar (fig. 2) containing the whole skele-
ton of a young goat (Vila forthcoming) and a han-
dleless medium size storage jar with a ridge at
mid-neck (fig. 3).

THE SPOUTED-HOLE-MOUTH JAR WITH HANDLES

(S/1805) (fig. 2) and a flat base used in grave 12
as a container for animal bones is reminiscent in
style to those found in the Megiddo Group
(Amiran, 1969, 81, 90, ...The Megiddo Group is a
link between MBI and MBIIA). Hole-mouth jars
with a spout are found in an EB/MB context at
Jericho, (Kenyon 1965, fig. 17, 15, 16, p. 41) and



Iktanu, phase I, (K. Prag 1986, p. 61-72, fig. 4).
Large "teapot” jars are typical of the MBI in upper
Galilee, (Tadmor 1978, 7-8; also Richard 1980,
17-18). Our vessel, with its wide diameter and its
flanged rim (Du Mesnil du Buisson 1930, 161-
162, fig. 6, 1) has a single row of incisions at the
base of the rim. Incisions used as a decoration are
found in EBIV at Khirbet Iskander (Richard 2000,
409-410), Amman, (Helms 1989, 21), Jericho in
EBIV, (Robinson 1995, 73-74); and in Syria in
MBI, (Dunand, Saliby & Khirichian 1954-1955,
27, pl. 111, 3, from Amrith, T 6). Amiran (1969, 80)
points out that the Palestinian Northern group
appears to prefer incisions made with a single
point. Handles are unusual on this type of vessel.
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THE HANDLELESS MEDIUM SIZE JAR WITH A RIDGE
AT MID-NECK (30 cm high) (fig. 3).

The neck of this jar, with a ridge midway, is long
and straight. The ridge appears on various Middle
Bronze Age jars from Lebanon (Kamid el Loz,
Hachmann 1969; pl. X, 1; X1, 2, 4) and Syria
(Mishrife, tomb 1, MBIIA, Du Mesnil du Buisson
1927; 18, fig. 51; and 1930, pl. XXXII, 7; Nigro,
1997; 274, ...On the MB I pottery horizon of the
Euphrates Valley: comparative and distinguishing
Tealires..«von Jerablus Tahtani, A MB IA dating
may in fact be suggested ... for a globular jar ...
with a shallow ridge at the middle of the neck; 277,
the ridge at the middle of the short neck is men-
tioned for a jar at Tell Mumbagqat). The simple
thickened beveled rim is similar to those found in
MBII A at Tel Aphek (Beck, 1975, fig. 3, 6 Pre-
Palace phase) and Megiddo (Loud 1948, pl. 8, 4
str. XV, MB I1A).




Burial 9:

A stone-lined grave containing the remains of a
child of 3 to 4 years of age, (Ogden &
Schutkowski forthcoming) along with a quantity
of animal bones. These are mainly remains of
sheep/goat, bovid, as well as remains of cuttlefish
(Vila forthcoming).

- Another MEDIUM-SIZED JAR (27 cm high)
(fig. 4) found in the corner of burial 9, is painted in
Levantine Painted Ware style, (Tubb 1983; 49-62;
Bagh 2000 a 29-
46) the hallmark
of the MBI/

MBIIA  phase
with bichrome
horizontal bands
extending onto
the lower part of
the vessel. Wavy
lines at the inter-
section of neck
and shoulder and
on the shoulder are also present. The jar has a cir-
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burial 18

cular body and is widest at the shoulders. It has a
slightly everted neck with a plain rounded rim
forming a bulbous fold (Bagh 2000 a, 54-62).
Comparable painted monochrome storage-jars
with handles, smaller than the one in Sidon, are
found in Palestine (Bagh 2000 a, 56-58) namely in
Megiddo (Gerstenblith 1983, 23-28, (early MB I/
ITA). The same type of painted decoration is also
found at Sidon on contemporary jugs and juglets.

VESSELS USED AS CHILD AND INFANT
BURIALS IN MB 1/2 :

REPERTOIRE

THE HOLE-MOUTH TYPE (FIG. 5-6). Most of the
hole-mouth types belong to a class of globular (Du
Mesnil du Buisson 1930, at Mishrife in tomb 1,
MBI, pl. XXXI1, 1, 2, 7; Nigro 1997, 272 on the
Middle Bronze 1 horizon 2000-1800 BC of
Northern inner Syria, ...Medium-size jars have an
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almost globular body...") or
oval-shaped  storage  jars
(S/1874-S/ 3055). The rims of [AEEEEEEIUEE
this type of jar have several

variations, namely simple fla-
ring or thickened rims, all re-
miniscent of Sidon’s Early
Bronze Age. The base is almost
but not quite round. They vary
in height between 50 and 60 ¢cm. These jars, simi-
lar to the Montet jar, (Montet 1929, pl. LX, 394;
Tufnell & Ward 1966, 168-173) were manufac-
tured in two stages with the body built up of coils
and the upper part with the rim thrown on the
wheel. The two parts were fitted together at the
upper horizontal applied band of incised rope pat-
tern relief or at the row of fingernail impressions.
This type of decoration is very similar to the deco-
ration on Early Bronze Age jars from Sidon (see
also p. 38-41).

THE HANDLELESS LARGE SIZE JAR (FIG. 7-12).

This handleless type is comparable in size (height
ranges from 50 cm — 90 c¢m) and shape to the
Canaanite jar, the major type of storage vessel
employed in the Levant during Middle Bronze
Age.

It is the most common type of jar. The absence of
handles (Parr 1973, 174) does not indicate, as it
does in Palestine, an early MBI stage. While jars
with handles characterize all strata at Dan, handle- ) ‘
less jars are present only in str. XII (MBI) (Ilan ‘ | b
1996, 221-222, fig.4.81); Gerstenblith (1983, 26),
notes that handles only appear.on storage jars in
MBI phase 3 at Megiddo; at Aphek, Beck notes
(1985, 199) that the handleless medium-sized sto-
rage jar that may have antecedents in inland Syria
appeared at Aphek only during phases 1 and 2.
Fine continuous wheel-combing is apparent on
most vessels. One jar (fig. 9) (S/1853) with a rope
pattern applied to the junction between neck and
shoulder (Paley and Porat 1997, fig. 13. 6, Early
Middle Bronze Age pottery at Tel el-Ifshar; Cohen
2002 fig. 2, 9 MBIIA) also has an incised T-shaped
potter’s mark made before firing (Bagh 2000, fig.
115 for comparisons with Beirut, Kharji, Megiddo
and Tell el-Dab’a; however the mark here has
much straighter lines then the rounder incisions of
the above mentioned examples).
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JARS FROM Rims with flaring necks

THE SECOND  have several variations,
MILLENNIUM BC

namely the simple
AT SIDON (S/1853) (fig. 9) (Aston
2002, fig. 5, 4, p. 67 Tell
el-Daba’a str. H=d/2) or
double-ridged rim (S/
3056) (fig. 10 a) (Beck
1975, 52, fig. 1, 14-15,
(Pre-Palace phase) for comparisons with Ras el-
Ain, Nahariya, Tel Poleg, Tell Beit Mirsim and
Ruweise). The double-ridged rim is popular
throughout MB TIB at Shechem (Cole 1965, 202)
and continues in MB II C. Other styles include tri-
angular-sectioned rim (S/1872) (fig. 11) (prevalent
in the early phases at Aphek, Beck 1975, fig. 1; 6,
16; Cohen 2002 fig. 2. 3, MB IIA; Kochavi &
Yadin 2002, fig. 32) and the thickened and
grooved rim which tapers slightly (S/1793) (fig.
12) appear towards the end of MBII at Sidon
(Aston 2002, fig. 9, 4 Tell el-Dab’a str. G/1-3=c).
Flat and convex bases occur alongside each other
(for comparisons see, Cole 1965, 178 and 185,
MBII at Shechem; 186 in MBII).

JARS WITH HANDLES (FIG. 10 b-13).

This is the classical Canaanite jar consisting of an
ovoid-shaped jar with two handles, a rounded or
slightly flattened base, a narrow mouth and a
capacity of approximately 30 litres. This model
was to become the liquid container and the export
pottery vessel par excellence (McGovern and
Harbottle 1997, 143). Only two oval-shaped ves-
sels measuring 66 cm and 43.5 cm high were
found at Sidon. The loop handles are attached
below the shoulder.

Jar §/1852 (fig. 13) served as the lid for another
burial jar, a phenomenon encountered in contem-
porary contexts at Mishrife, (Du Mesnil du
Buisson 1935, 153-155 coupole de Loth); Hazor
(Yadin et al. 1960, 85, strata 4-3) and Dan (Ilan
1996; 172, T. 4356 (MBIIA)).

REGIONAL VARIATIONS AND THEIR IMPLICATION

In conclusion (see also p. 38-41), the spouted hole-
mouth jar (fig. 2) from the early MBI/1 at Sidon
stresses some Early Bronze Age antecedents.
Sidon’s hole-mouth jars (fig. 5 & 6) are manufac-
tured in the same way as the Montet jar. Dever
underlines in an article published in 1992 the cha-

10 b S/1854 burial 15 13 §/1852 burial 14

racter of the Montet jar that “is a characteristically
one-of-a-kind Byblian burial urn, not directly
comparable to Palestinian MB I forms at all”
(Dever 1992, 40). Comparisons with Sidon as well
as Tell el-Ghassil (see p. 22) seem to suggest that
this type of jar is characteristic of MBI in
Lebanon. One vessel painted with Levantine
Painted Ware (fig. 4) is typical of the MB 1
Palestinian repertoire. In MBI, shapes of rims and
body as well as the incised potter’s mark are very
similar to Palestinian examples from the same
period. The absence of handles is, however, a
Sidonian particularity throughout MBI and II.
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